WALL STREET 2:

MONEY NEVER SLEEPS HEY STRANGER
Jennifer Lopez returns to rom
Greed never dies coms in the fertilization Rick

The Back-Up Plan

> Finance has changed since Gordon Gekko got
thrown in the slammer. Now, hot shots arenet swiping
their rivales secrets by "ipping their janitors into
spies. Theyere simply inventing investments alto-
gether. And after two decades behind bars, Michael
Douglase Gekko is back on the streets and way behin
the times,which makes him the “rst person to
recognize that the 2008
business model is dan-
gerous.
°| never expected high
“nance to serve again
as a tableau for my
storytelling,Z said writer-
director Oliver Stone. But
when inspiration struck
in 2007, Stone started in
on a script,and then
over the next year, real-
ized he had to rewrite
it again to capture the
shifting quicksand. Stone
tapped screenwriter
Allan Loeb for the redo.
The pen behind the
ridiculous Halle Berry drama hings We Lost in the Fire
and the modest succe24 might be a smart choice
as hees the rare writer whoes also a licensed stockbro
ker. One of Loebes “rst major decisions was to decide
how much to cram in. After mulling it over, Loeb and > In 2003, pop star and actress Jennifer Lopez was ubiquitous and the highest-
Stone chose to avoid the Bernie Madoff fallout, with paid Latina actress in Hollywood. But aft&igli, shees kept her head down and
Stone explaining, *Madoff | consider to a be a socio- has now let “ve years slip by without a moneymaker. (Her last was 2005¢s criti-
path; he was a crook running a Ponzi scheme. Whatescally pannedMonster-In-Lavy Shees still the highest-paid Latina actress in town,
going on now is legal. Ites legal robbery.Z but thates for lack of competition. The big question for CBS “Ims is if audiences
Stonees kept the plot under wraps, but hees droppedare once again ready to adore her in a star role,and the romantic comedy script
a few shiny pennies. Douglas will reprise his Acad- theyeve chosen is a moderate-stakes gamble..
emy Award-winning role (this time more as hero than Lopez plays one of those Manhattan dames who has it all, minus a man and
villain) with Charlie Sheen dropping by in at besta  baby. Since she canst do much about the former, she takes charge of the latter via
cameo,an Internet whisper that could be silenced arti“cial insemination,minutes before she meets-cute with Aussie actor Alex
altogether with Sheenes latest legal troubles. Instead, OsLoughlin, best known for his TV turn as an investigator dhe ShieldCan their

Shia LaBeouf will play the male ingénue as the new love survive her carrying a strangeres spawn? And are audiences able to em-
upstart “ancé of Douglase estranged daughter, Carey brace a sexy comedy with a baby bump@r{csays yes, Baby Mama says maybe.)
Mulligan, a new young actress tipped for an Oscar Besides CBS, two studios will be closely watchiig Back-Up Pla®ne is Co-

nom thanks to her strong debut idn EducatiorFrank lumbia, who with Lopezes own Nuyorican Productions is developing a rom com
Langella has been cast as LaBeoufes mentor, who, ruealledThe Governeds star Lopez as a thief worming her way into a familyes trust.
mor has it, meets a bad end at the hands of corporateThe other is Miramax, who just four months later plans to reledse Baster

shark Josh Brolin (teaming with Stone for the second another arti“cial-insemination comedy. Written by the versatile Allan LoelVall
time since his turn as Dubya iw). And, in aware- Street 2,is he a stockbroker and an OB-GYN®)e Bastestars Jennifer Aniston,
ness of the times, the “Imes Manhattan shark tank the queen of tabloid *Womb Watches,Z as a mom-to-be who has no idea that her
has grown globally to include London, Dubai and best friend, Jason Bateman, switched vials at the clinic to impregnate her with
san Asian country,Z according to producer Edward R. his DNA. The best thing about pregnancy comedies? Even if they take over nine
Pressman. Wesd put money on international ticket ~ months to develop, the hits give their parents money and the duds donet stick
sales givingVall Street 2 a healthy box of“ce boost.  around for 18 years.
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